Of all diseases afflicting the human frame, none gives such timely warning to the surgeon as stricture of the urethra. Its symptoms are so well marked, and its progress so slow, that every surgeon ought to be, and is, able to cope early and successfully with the enemy. How therefore is it that severe strictures of the urethra are so common amongst all classes of the community? Are and as its diameter is less than that of the stem, it opens up the urethra for the passage of the body of the instrument.
The healthy urethra is in a state of collapse, like an empty vein, and hence it is no longer a tube, as its surfaces are in approximation with each other much in the same way as two leaves of a wet book. The urethra is only tubular when urine is passing through it. It must, therefore, be borne in mind that passing an instrument into the bladder is not so much the passage along a canal, but a separation of surfaces, and the insinuation of something between the approximated surfaces in order to allow something else to follow. Therefore it is clear that the oval ball of the olivary bougie which represents the end of a wedge-shaped instrument is infinitely better for the accomplishment of the end in view than the blunt extremity of the instrument which is uniform in diameter. I treated him by passing the olivary bougie twice a week, and by May 22 he was quite well. He is now a stoker at the gas works.
All the above cases were, during their treatment, submitted by me to many medical gentlemen for examination.
